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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM  JOHN MCCOLL  

 

I am objecting to the proposal to criminalise smacking by parents in Scotland which 

will make ordinary parents criminals, and child abusers. I do not support this 

proposal. 

I am responding in particular, to one of the four questions contained within the consultation, 

e.g. - 

Do you support the Bill’s aim to end the physical punishment of children by parents 

or carers….etc. 

1 This recent non-smacking philosophy has become law in several European countries with 

disastrous results, e.g. in Sweden, since 1979, there has been a rise in children having 

“temper tantrums”, disrespect towards parents and authority and children becoming more 

violent towards animals and other children. The child is not happy, the parents are not 

happy and state intervention in family life has grown immensely. Is this what the Scottish 

government seeks for its citizens? The anti smacking movement is a fad, which like other 

fads, will eventually go out of fashion – but will leave confusion and a dysfunctional society 

behind it – in every country which adopts it. The financial bill will also be huge.  

2 Young people in Scotland are well adjusted, polite, co-operative and have a positive 

attitude. Parents have a good relationship and pride in their children in most families. There 

are a few mal adjusted children who go through a phase of difficulty, but these are a 

minority and are well supported by parents and the state. This chemistry is just about right, 

and to criminalise many parents in their roles would damage this chemistry irreparably. To 

return to traditional parenting would be almost impossible – especially as so many families 

would be destroyed as parents are criminalised by this violent, intrusive and poorly 

appraised philosophy. 

3 Over 80% of Scottish parents still support the law on physical chastisement as it stands. 

Why does the Scottish government seek to criminalise so many good citizens on a whim of 

a flawed philosophy? 

4 There already are laws protecting children from real physical child abuse. The bring in this 

proposed new law would simply cloud and mask the situation where children are living in 

real abuse situations – as the courts deal with so much trivia through this proposed new 

law. Present legal arrangements are well balanced and protect children very well. The use 

of a criminal law to govern parenting suggests that families having children is a criminal act, 

and requires criminal law to police it.  
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5 Currently, a child, if smacked is simply receiving a mild shock to focus their attention on 

an issue the parent is addressing. This is the exception, rather than the rule, and many 

children will rarely need smacked. However, in wilful or violent child behaviour this is simply 

one of a range of sanctions a parent should employ, and should be supported by the state 

in doing so. Smacking, as child discipline, is never the only option – even in problem 

families. 

6 The majority of adults, reflecting on childhood, do not regret having been smacked for 

being “well out of line” at times. It is part of the rich tapestry of life experiences. 

Philosophies which are super sensitive to smacking seek a perfect world where there is 

none – and would be happy to see loving families broken up and jailed in order to pursue 

their flawed ideals. There appears to be a rise of extremism of many kinds – Flat Earth 

theory, Vegans who attack farms, religious extremism, etc, I believe the state should protect 

families from flawed ideals.  

7 Most of Scotland’s families will not support this proposal. Any such law like this will have 

to be imposed as a philosophy against criminals and violently administered upon families 

who are presently doing a great job in bringing up well adjusted young people into society 

and supporting them well beyond their teenage years. 

 

 

 

 

 


